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Much to the surprise and/or 
chagrin of most people on the 
wrong side of The Rockies, Paul 
"Tobacco" Martin was recently 
elected Prime Minister of 
Canada. 
 

While Martin's job as a tobacco 
executive -- or a Pusher in 
Pinstripes (PIP), as we prefer to 
call him -- officially ended in 
1988, unofficially, he continues 
to do more for the nicotine cartel 
than all other PIPs combined. 
 

Former Airspace President Jerry 
Steinberg has, for just about two 
years, doggedly pursued PIP 
Martin, trying to get a simple 
Yes or No answer from him 
regarding his involvement --
past, present and/or future --
with the nicotine cartel.  In 
typical cartel/snake-in-the-grass
fashion, PIP Martin and his staff 
seem to be having a great deal 
of difficulty responding to Jerry's 
very basic and simple question.  
The email that Airspace 
received from Jerry reads:�
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Most songwriters write love songs or commentary on contemporary culture. Warren Zevon wrote 
love songs, too; "Reconsider Me" is a particularly good one. However, Zevon also wrote songs 
about mercenaries ("Roland the Headless Thompson Gunner"), prizefighters with blood on their 
hands ("Boom Boom Mancini"), psychotic killers ("Excitable Boy"), and economics ("Mohammed's 
Radio"). His two best known works, "Werewolves of London" and "Poor Poor Pitiful Me", were 
humorous. The latter, turned into a monster hit record by Linda Ronstadt, added the concept of 
"gender" as a synonym for "sex" to the English language. 
 

Zevon had demons. He battled with alcoholism for much of his adult life, but it was cigarettes that 
did him in. He died of lung cancer at the age of 56.  He reportedly quit smoking about six years prior 
to his death, but it wasn't soon enough. Like other prominent musicians such as George Harrison, 
Mary Wells, and Tammy Wynette, the best medical treatment available couldn't save him.  He did 
manage to live long enough to record one more CD, "The Wind".  When a friend of mine died of a 
stroke recently, a song from this CD, "Keep Me in Your Heart", was played at his funeral.  Yes, 
Warren, we will keep you in our hearts, but it would have been better if we had kept you on this 
planet for a lot longer. 

Are you now, or have you 
ever been, associated with 
the tobacco industry?  
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On July 9 Philip Morris International 
agreed to pay the European Union $1.25 
billion US over 12 years to settle charges 
of money laundering and smuggling. 
Similar charges are still pending against 
R.J. Reynolds. The companies knowingly 
sell cigarettes to international smugglers in 

part to increase market share, but mostly as an 
effort to pressure governments to reduce taxes. 
About one-quarter of internationally traded 
cigarettes enter the illegal market, with much of 
the proceeds funneled directly into terrorist groups 
all over the planet, including Hamas, Hezbollah 
and al Qaeda. 
 
On the same day, executives of JTI-Macdonald, 
Canada’s third-largest tobacco company, made a 
brief court appearance on smuggling charges. The 
Canadian government filed the lawsuit in the 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice on Aug. 13, 2003 
for $1.5 billion in damages for fraud, deceit, 
fraudulent misrepresentation, document 
destruction, and civil conspiracy. Also charged 
were about a dozen related companies including 
JTI-Macdonald’s parent company Japan Tobacco 
and its former parent company, R. J. Reynolds. 
But the case was put over until Nov. 4, 2004 for 
pre-trial discussions, with preliminary hearing 
dates set for next year.  JTI-Macdonald (then 
called RJR-Macdonald) and Imperial Tobacco sold 
the cigarettes in the early 1990s to US  smugglers
who then smuggled them back into  Canada,
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The tobacco industry has always responded to restrictions on 
tobacco advertising by finding a way to circumvent those 
restrictions.  Naming tennis tournaments, fireworks displays, or 
jazz festivals after a brand of cigarettes is an example of the 
industry’s ability to sidestep the restrictions and maintain 
indirect advertising.  Very clever. 
 

Holding a sweepstakes, however, is ingenious.  It does not 
constitute “advertising” per se, but by having people enter a 
sweepstakes draw, the tobacco companies are able to 
accumulate a database of names and addresses that they can 
use as future advertising targets. 
 

A report, which is based on internal memos of Philip Morris 
(available as a result of the 1998 settlement between the 
tobacco industry and 46 States) released by the American 
Lung Association of Colorado on June 30, 2003, unveils the 
following tale: 
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mostly via the Akwesasne Mohawk reserve 
straddling the St. Lawrence Seaway. Lost 
revenue in evaded cigarette tax is estimated 
to be over $3-billion, giving then-finance-
minister Paul Martin an excuse to slash 
cigarette prices in half in Eastern Canada in 
1994, which resulted in Quebec’s youth 
smoking jumping to 34% from 19% in 1991 
and the loss of over $10-billion in tax 
revenue. Until running for MP in 1988, 
Martin was a top director of Imasco, 
Imperial’s parent company at the time. 
 

Larry Miller, currently serving 17½ years in a 
US prison for smuggling $1-billion of RJR-
Macdonald’s cigarettes back into Canada, 
has admitted he regularly met with RJR-
Macdonald executives who told him how to 
move their smuggled product in Canada. 
The RCMP seized about 1,200 boxes of 
records in a 1998 raid of RJR-Macdonald's 
Montreal headquarters, and filed criminal 
smuggling charges in Ontario on Feb. 28, 
2003 against JTI-Macdonald and eight of its 
top executives.   
 

On Tuesday, August 10, 2004, the Quebec 
government assessed tobacco giant JTI-
Macdonald Corp. almost $1.4 billion for lost 
taxes because of cigarette smuggling in the 
1990s, and obtained a Superior Court order 
on Wednesday August 11, 2004 ordering 
immediate payment by JTI-Macdonald. 
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PRETENDS TO BE, WHY IS 
HE BLISSFULLY IGNORING 
ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
DRAIN OF TAXPAYERS’ 
DOLLARS ON THE HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEM -- NOT TO 
MENTION THE LEADING 
CAUSE OF PREVENTABLE 
ADDICTION, DISEASE, 
DISABILITY AND 
PREMATURE DEATH --
TOBACCO? 
 

 
IS OUR UNREPENTANT  
TOBACCO EXECUTIVE / PM 
PAUL MARTIN STILL ON 
THE CARTEL'S PAYROLL? 
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For several years the College of 
Pharmacists of British Columbia, which 
is the regulatory body controlling the 
practice of pharmacology in BC, has 
been lobbying government to require the 
removal of tobacco products from retail 
premises containing pharmacies.   
 

The College’s regulatory authority is 
currently limited by provincial legislation 
to “the area of a premises licensed 
under this [Pharmacists, Pharmacy 
Operations and Drug Scheduling] Act
where drugs or devices may be stored, 
dispensed or sold to the public”. That 
defined area excludes where tobacco 
products are stocked and sold. 
 

The College of Pharmacists has 
proposed the following Practice Policy 
for implementation:   
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The bottom  line  is: 
We don't like to make 
assumptions any more 
than anyone else does 
but, given PIP Martin's – and 
his staff's - reluctance to 
respond to and/or clarify this 
matter, we're left with no 
choice.  That said, the facts
are clear:  Paul Martin was, 
until 1988, a tobacco 
executive.  The decisions he 
made as Finance Minister 
clearly favoured his old pals at 
Imperial Tobacco.  And even 
when he's not doing anything 
specifically for his old pals, by 
continuing to do nothing on 
the tobacco file, he is, 
inadvertently, doing them 
more favours.  The only 
questions that remain are: 
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Clearly pharmacists are seeking to be 
taken seriously as competent and 
knowledgeable health care 
professionals. The College's Code of 
Ethics outlines the values to which 
pharmacists are expected to adhere, 
which include "honesty, integrity and 
compassion", supporting "the patient's 
right to receive competent and ethical 
health care", and ensuring that "the 
practice environment contributes to safe 
and effective pharmacy care". 
 

The B.C. Pharmacists Association 
(BCPhA), which is the professional body            
consisting, in large part, of the extensive 
chain stores such as Shoppers Drug 
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Mart, is in favour of continuing to sell 
tobacco products from within their 
premises, and are looking to 
government for regulation.  Given the 
ongoing dispute surrounding this issue 
the BCPhA felt it was appropriate to 
issue the following Position Statement, 
approved by the Board June 4, 2004: 
 

• The BCPhA does not support the 
College of Pharmacists of British 
Columbia’s efforts to expand its 
jurisdiction beyond the boundaries of the 
pharmacy area. 
 

• The BCPhA supports and encourages 
the voluntary withdrawal of tobacco 
products from pharmacies in British 
Columbia. 
 

• The BCPhA supports and encourages 
pharmacist supported smoking 
cessation products and programs. 
 

These two bodies are at obvious odds 
with one another – what is your stand? 
 

For more details and an in-depth review 
of the issue, visit www.airspace.bc.ca -
look for the letter of support sent to the 
College by Airspace’s Sera Kirk. 
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